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Deal with Danger:  Californians Trade Beautiful Views for Crumbling Cliffs
 Insert article title here ( L)





Instructions: COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS AND MARGIN NOTES using the CLOSE reading strategies practiced in class. This requires reading of the article three times. 

Step 1: Skim the article using these symbols as you read:
 (+) agree, (-) disagree, (*) important, (!) surprising, (?) wondering
Step 2: Number the paragraphs. Read the article carefully and make notes in the margin. 
Notes should include:
· Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main idea of important sections may serve this purpose.)
· Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read.
· Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion.
· Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, support) and choices affect the article.
Step 3: A final quick read noting anything you may have missed during the first two reads.

Your margin notes are part of your score for this assessment. Answer the questions carefully in complete sentences unless otherwise instructed.
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PACIFICA, Calif. — Sonja Thompson lives close to the edge of an 80-foot cliff above the Pacific Ocean. She says that when paragliders fly by "you can almost high-five them." 
Having the Pacific as your back yard has its benefits, and its dangers. Crumbling cliffs have forced dozens to leave their homes. Others like Thompson may have to join them as El Nino-fueled storms batter the coast.
The area is popular with people who enjoy the sport of paragliding. They jump from a high place attached to a wing and glide through the air.
The area is also great for nature lovers. Last summer, whale watching was at its height, and people who live on the cliffs of Pacifica were treated to more than 200 dolphin sightings. The moon and sun rises are beautiful and the air is very clean. 
"All the nature and wildlife I read about in New York I get to see up close and personal here," said Druth McClure, who moved from the East Coast to a waterfront apartment 20 years ago.
Watching The Coast Wash Away
However, last month some people who live there came home from work to find yellow "restricted use" tags on their front doors. The tags said they and to move out immediately. 
Pacifica means peaceful in Spanish. It is not very peaceful, though, when heavy rains and loud breaking waves hit this city about 10 miles south of San Francisco. About 40,000 people live in Pacifica.
The area is one of two stretches of California's coastline that is wearing away the most, according to Patrick Barnard. He is a coastal geologist for the U.S. Geological Survey. The other stretch of land eroding quickly is the Monterey Bay area.
Sediment, or an accumulation of stones and sand, has long been deposited in this area by nearby watersheds. The sediment built up these beaches and protected the cliffs. Watersheds, low areas between mountains, catch rain and drain it to a larger body of water. 
Less Sediment And Higher Sea Levels
Barnard says that the sediment in the area has been greatly reduced by things people have done. Building dams, establishing flood control and moving sediment through dredging have all worn away at sediment levels. 
The rising sea level has also increased the problem. Barnard says the sea level will increase even more over the next 100 years. 
The Pacifica cliffs have been crumbling for many years. The California Coastal Records Projects have photographs taken from planes that show this.
In 2010, two apartment buildings weakened by previous storms had to be torn down. Last month, during El Nino storms, the people who lived in another apartment building and two homes were forced to move out. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]"We're not fearful of falling off," said Thompson, who lives in an oceanfront apartment. She believes government officials will tell them to leave in time before the building falls. For her, living in this beautiful spot is worth the danger. 
Forced To Find Shelter
California Representative Jackie Speier and city officials have pledged to seek assistance from the state and federal government.
Still, many neighbors who have been forced out of their homes say they feel abandoned. They must quickly find money to pay for moving and new housing. The San Francisco Bay Area is an expensive place to live.
Gordon King, a 73-year-old disabled Vietnam vet and former merchant marine, lived in Pacifica with his wife Lana. He said he and some neighbors tried staying overnight in their apartments and almost got arrested. The people who lived there are only allowed inside the apartments during the day to pack. 
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"We've been fighting time," he said while packing their possessions.
The Red Cross gave them $250 but local hotels cost nearly $200 a night. They will have to stay with friends until they can find a new place to live. 

"I Have No Job, Nowhere To Go"
Jeff Bowman is in a similar situation.
"I have no job, nowhere to go," he said. Now 55, he is unemployed after being laid off from a job at a supermarket.
Bowman was paying $1,200 a month to rent his apartment. It was cheaper than other places in the area because it was subsidized, or partly paid for, by the government. 
"It should be my choice (to stay) rather than being told, 'You gotta go,'" he said.
Citation
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Notes on my thoughts, reactions and questions as I read:
























3











































       B.  Answer each question in one or more complete sentences.

 
1. When is the city’s name, Pacifica, ironic? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





2. Sediment has protected these beaches for years.  Explain how the sediment ended up on the Pacifica beaches.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




























Standards

A. Comprehension questions – answers may be in phrases. 

1. Where is Pacifica (state and location in state)?  How many people live there?_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Where is the other area of the coastline that is wearing away the most?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What evidence do scientists have that the Pacifica cliffs have been crumbling for many years?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. List three things that have contributed to reducing sediment in the area.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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C.    In paragraph 2, the author states, “Having the Pacific as your backyard has its benefits and its dangers.”  Fill in the table of those benefits and dangers
Benefits						Dangers
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Boulders shore up an eroding cliff below an apartment complex that residents were recently forced to evacuate in Pacifica, California. Living with the Pacific Ocean as your back yard has its benefits, but the crumbling ocean cliffs have forced dozens to move out quickly and at a high cost. Photo: AP/Jeff Chiu
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