Advanced 6th Grade Earth Science
SYLLABUS

Teacher:  Mrs. Wolfe
Term: 2016-2017 School Year
Textbook:  Earth Science
Required Materials:  3 pronged plastic folder, 1” binder, composition notebook, paper, scissors, pencils, colored pencils, and glue sticks

Course Description:  This advanced course is designed to assist and challenge students in the achievement of the Georgia Performance Standards.  It provides students with the scientific knowledge, skills, and practice needed to master the scientific method while understanding earth and its place in the universe. This will be accomplished by incorporating cross-curricular writing and higher depth of knowledge tasks. Due to the nature of this advanced course, all students will be challenged academically and the course will move at an accelerated pace with additional lab and project requirements. 

Course Topics:  Earth structure, scientific inquiry, minerals, rocks and their origins, plate tectonics, weathering, erosion, the water cycle, the oceans, air, weather, climate, space, the solar system, the sun, stars, and moon.

Grading Plan
Tests = 30%
Daily Grades/Notebook check= 35%
Quizzes=20%
HW=5%
Benchmark Exam = 10%

Make-Up Work
*Students will follow school board policy for make-up work.
*STUDENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE for getting make-up work from the teacher.

Materials
Please bring paper, pencils, and your notebook to class every day. Additionally, we will be working on interactive folders so you will need glue, scissors, and colored pencils daily.

Interactive Notebooks
Organization is the key to success in Middle School.  One way we help students become organized is through the use of notebooks.  All earth science students will be required to keep an organized notebook.  The notebook will be taken up and graded periodically.  Students will be given class time daily to work on notebooks.  All graded papers that are returned to students will be kept in a separate folder.  All lab work and scientific inquiry notes will be logged in the notebook.  Your science notebook is very important because much of the material is not found in a textbook.  Students will need the material from class to prepare for tests and other assessments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Homework Expectations
Homework Expectations
Homework is a key component of the education process.  Vocabulary homework will be given weekly (see attached). Additionally, any assignments not completed in class will need to be completed at home.  Partial credit will be given on late assignments (10 points subtracted for each day that it is late.  If you have questions e-mail me: lwolfe@gcbe.org 

Discipline
Students will follow all school and class rules, including those listed in the Ashworth Code of Conduct.  In science we will be using chemicals and other lab instruments. Therefore, there is a ZERO tolerance on misbehavior.  I prefer to deal directly with you, but will call your parents.  BEHAVE YOURSELF.

Labs
As stated above, we will have labs as often as possible.  This will include the use of experimentation, scientific process, and labwork.  Any student not following the rules of the class (see attached lab safety contract) will not be allowed to participate in lab until such time as a parental meeting can be arranged.  




Student Signature: _____________________________________________




Parent Signature:________________________________________________
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